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Galt Joint Interchange General Plan Workshop

February 10, 2004

On February 10, 2004, the City of Galt convened a joint meeting of the Galt 20 | 20 Focus Group and the Central Galt Interchange Interest Group. The purpose of the meeting was to provide an opportunity for participants to get updates on the Interchange and General Plan projects, discuss design and planning criteria for the interchange, and explore ways the two efforts could be coordinated.

Discussion Summary

The discussion included brief updates for the Interchange and General Plan processes. The interchange process summary included how the city has been refining the alternatives being studied and the technical criteria used for review. The General Plan process summary included a discussion about two emerging objectives:

Revitalizing downtown Galt.

Growing Galt together.

The group addressed two basic questions regarding the interchange and General Plan.

Q1. What would it be like to enter central Galt in 2025?

Q2. What do we mean by connection between east and west Galt?

These general questions provided a way for participants to discuss a comprehensive vision for Central Galt that included land use, design and circulation objectives. Their response to these questions was summarized as three ingredients important to creating successful places. 

Space–The design and physical characteristics of Central Galt

Activity–The types of economic activities and land uses that would be found in Central Galt

Path–The modes of travel and pace of experiencing Central Galt

Q1. What would it be like to enter central Galt in 2025?

Vision Theme: We would not recognize Central Galt in 2025. It will be a beautiful and bustling place that serves Galt residents and visitors. The circulation plan would support the economic, design and access objectives for the district and the city.

Space

There were three central concepts that surfaced in the discussion about the design of Central Galt in 2025. One was the challenge of becoming a contemporary city that featured its historic assets and character. Another was arriving in a district that had a lot of investment in landscaping and streetscaping. The third was making Old Town a destination that was Galt’s “show case” district.

Policy implications:

· What is the geographic definition of Central Galt? What are Central Galt’s sub areas and connections and transition? Is it treated as a single policy area in the General Plan?

· How much right-of-way is required to provide for landscaping and streetscaping?

· Is Galt prepared to invest in an urban design plan that requires new development contribute to an overall vision for Central Galt?

Activity

The group imagined residents and visitors arriving in an “up-beat” business district. They wanted to see commercial services that residents currently have to travel out of town to get. Also, Central Galt and downtown would attract visitors. 

Policy implications:

· How can economic development policies and strategies result in the type of economic variety and vitality imagined by the community?

· What are the citywide economic and land use policies that support Central Galt as the “alpha” center of the community?

· How much land, and in what configuration, is required to meet the east and west side economic development objectives?

Path

There was a desire to see a Central Galt in 2025 that had improved access and that resolved other citywide circulation needs. Central Galt was to have parking solutions that supported the revitalization of downtown and the needs of the Galt Market. There was also a desire to plan for a multi-modal future where regional transit access supported land use and lifestyle choices.

Policy implications:

· How can interchange and roadway planning support economic and design objectives for Central Galt without compromising citywide circulation needs?

· In what ways can Galt plan for a multi-modal future?

· What parking concepts, standards, and enforcement policies are needed for Central Galt? 

Q2. What do we mean by connection between east and west Galt?

Vision Theme: The interchange and land use planning would present the “image of one community”. The social and economic connection between the east and west side of Galt would be enhanced by the design of the interchange. It would provide for comfortable pedestrian and bicycle access while enhancing the traffic connection between downtown and northeast Galt.
Space

Participants envisioned Central Galt being the community’s “main stem”. They felt that the interchange design should remove the dividing effect of the highway and provide for pedestrian and bicycle access from east to west. The design of the overpass would support these central objectives.

Policy implications:

· What design solutions for the interchange support pedestrian and bike access?

· How can the design of the overpass support the “image of one community”?

· How can land use planning, development standards and the overpass design strengthen the social and design relationship between east and west?

Activity

One of the economic objectives discussed was how to plan Central Galt so that it shares rather than duplicates land uses on either side of the highway. Participants also suggested the need for an interchange design that inspires private investment that results in new economic opportunities and a healthy Old Town.

Policy implications:

· How can the design of the interchange create accessible and visible parcels competitively positioned for economic success?

· What zoning and parcelization patterns should result from the interchange design? 

Path

The participants emphasized connections should be provided for pedestrians and bicycles while completing the missing traffic connection between downtown and northeastern Galt. They expected Central Galt to be accessible to a future citywide loop.

Policy implications:

· How would different citywide circulation and land use concepts change the design the interchange?

· What are the pedestrian and bicycle facilities that would enhance east and west social and land use relationships?

Coordination of General Plan and Interchange Process

After addressing the common planning objectives for Central Galt and the interchange planning, the workshop participants discussed how the General Plan and Interchange efforts could be integrated. The following suggested approach was discussed.

The General Plan policy alternatives would test the three preferred interchange alternatives. The land use and circulation concepts would include the interchange options and provide a land use and design context to discuss the pros and cons of the interchange concepts.

The Central Galt Interchange Interest Group would forward the three concepts to the General Plan Focus Group. The General Plan team would include the concepts in the policy alternatives to be presented and discussed in the near future. The land use, design and circulation objectives identified by the joint Focus Group workshop participants would be used to evaluate the alternatives.

The following pages include the summary of participants’ discussion for each question.

Q1. What would it be like to enter central Galt in 2025?

	Space
	Activity
	Path

	· Historic assets would be featured in a contemporary city

· Smooth transition in character

· Downtown would be a historic district like Old Sacramento

· It would be a beautiful entry for Galt with landscaping and flowers

· You would still experience Galt’s openness and rural setting

· Downtown would be preserved, it would be a “show case” for Galt

· Central Galt would be neat and clean and have an appearance of an “up-scaled” city

· The streets would be landscaped, Galt would be a landscaped city (little Irvine)

· There would be a uniform design concept for downtown

· Downtown would feature storefronts

· There would be a feeling of openness and landscaping

· Old Town would be a destination


	· There would be homes and an active community

· There would be services and local amenities

· You would find Spaan’s cookies

· Worried about more of the same thing

· Up-beat business district

· Food–a good restaurant

· A place to see a show and get dinner

· An attractive downtown that attracts people

· Up-beat businesses in the area

· Conference center and hotel in the area (east side)

· Restaurant

· A lot more commercial development

· Relocation of High School for commercial development

· Shopping experience

· Food and clothing

· Diverse shopping opportunities on both sides of Highway 99

· Hotel on east side

· Downtown shopping

· Visitors spending money in Galt

· A place where people try new things, not ordinary franchise businesses
	· Busy with traffic but accessible

· Easy access

· Improved emergency access 

· Highway is no longer an east-west barrier

· Little lost to more interchanges

· Fixed interchange

· Parking not overly visible in downtown

· Amtrak station–sense of arrival

· Transit center

· Market parking resolved

· Having a “straight street home”

· Free-flowing traffic

· Three-level garage at the Galt Market

· No parking lots on main street

· Traffic flow

· Wayfinding signage

· Lincoln Way a clear run to Twin Cities

· Rail station and transit

· Bike paths along wetlands

· Bustling traffic


Q2. What do we mean by connection between east and west Galt?

	Space
	Activity
	Path

	· Central Galt as the city’s “main stem”

· More centralized

· Unity in community 

· Remove the dividing effect of the freeway–pedestrian bridges, bike lanes and design of overpass

· Galt is split both by the highway and railroads
	· Share, not duplicate land uses

· Favor downtown (west) Galt

· Connects city’s assets and community facilities

· Create reasons to go to both sides

· Shopping on both sides

· Balance shopping

· New development on east with open land

· Commercial services as part of travel experience

· Funding an interchange design that will inspire private investment–do not restrict investment opportunities
	· Make it work for pedestrians and bicycles

· Provide clear and easy routes

· Bike paths

· Provide transit for seniors

· Connect businesses to neighborhoods

· Create a northeast-south-west “L” connection

· Improve inter-district and neighborhood connections in Galt

· Enhance connections between northeast Galt and downtown

· Make Central Galt part of an overall circulation loop

· Use local roads rather than freeway to support Galt

· Making it easier to get downtown

· Make it easy to go downtown from the northeast
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